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coalition which had always been Bismarck's greatest night-
mare.48
In December, 1889, well in advance of its expiration,
Giers considered whether the Re-insurance Treaty of 1887
ought to be renewed by Russia and; if so, in what form.
On the whole, it seemed more useful for Russian interests
in the Balkans and for the preservation of peace than an
alliance with Prance. The latter would endanger peace by
encouraging IVench chauvinists and by embittering rela-
tions between IVance and Germany. In accordance with
this policy, Count Schuvalov had an intimate conversation
with Bismarck on February 10, 1890, in which both favored
the renewal of the treaty. "It is a document that defines
clearly the policy which we are following and which, in my
judgment, ought not to be changed/' said Bismarck.49
But the conflict of temperament and policy which had
been developing between the aged German Chancellor and
his imperious young master was nearing the explosion which
took place on March 17. With Bismarck out of office
Schuvalov did not know what to' do. He reported that what
was passing at Berlin was more than strange, and that one
was forced to ask oneself whether the young Emperor was
in a normal state. On the night of March 21, the Ambas-
sador was awakened by a messenger from Emperor "William
who requested him to come to His Majesty at eight o'clock
in the morning. Scarcely had he arrived when the Emperor
received him with great kindness and cordiality saying,
48 In December, 1886, Giers said to the German Charge d'Affaires in
St. Petersburg: "II nry a pas de politique raisonable a faire avee ces
gens-la [en France]"; and a week later, "Comment peuvent-ils etre asses
b£tes, ces Frangais, pour se figurer que PEmpereur Alexandra marcherait
avec les Clemenceaus contre son onclel C'est une alliance qui ferait
horreur a 1'Empereur, qui n'ira pas tirer les marrons du feu pour le
Commune"; and again on October 20, 1887, "Les Frangais sont le plus
infecte des peuples, le gouvernementi frangais est mauvais, b§te; le gachis &
.Paris est complet"; G.P., VI, 107, 108, 118.
49Goriainov, p. 341; G.P., VII, Iff.

